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back to Foligno after this adventure until 7 o'clock on the
morning of the sgth.
On Sunday the 2gth the Perrone column was still in the
same plight. The legion from Carrara had arrived, it is
true, but this merely increased the difficulties attending the
concentration. At 9 in the evening Perrone despatched a
squadrista on a motor bicycle with the following message to
the supreme command :
c Up till now 6143 blackshirts have arrived at Santa
Marinella, of whom 2413 are in Santa Marinella and
3730 in Civitavecchia (station). Our forces are divided,
because no more shelter can be found in Santa Marinella
in this frightful weather.
' Needs—we are short of water, food and money.1
'Liaison—it is impossible to keep in touch with the
supreme command. It took nine hours to get from
Perugia to here going at top speed in a Fiat 510, I am
asking for an immediate connection through Rome, which
would ensure us quicker communications with head-
quarters. At present no order, however urgent, can reach
us in less than nine or ten hours.5
All day long on the sgth more troops kept arriving in
Monterotondo, for the railway line, broken near Orte, had
been repaired. There were 2000 men from Arezzo and
Valdarno, 3000 from the second Florentine legion, 500 from
Bologna, making a total of available forces of 13,000 men.
During the afternoon there arrived General Fara,2 who was
to command part of the militia, and De Vecchi, on his way
back to Perugia. De Vecchi promised to send orders, but
1	Igliori, commanding the third column, complained, too : c Not a brass
farthing to hire cars and send out orders for the meeting.5  (Chiurco, V, p. 175.)
All the same, from the contribution of the Freemasons and the Bankers'
Association alone, the sum set aside for the march on Rome amounted to some
24 millions.   Other substantial subsidies had been provided by the Agrarian
Confederation, by the National Syndicate of Co-operatives, by other associa-
tions and by private individuals.   The fascist leaders in fact had several tens
of millions, of which only a very small fraction was used for the march.   The
' intendants' of the march, Civelli and Postiglione, only played a secondary
part;  the real treasurer was Giovanni Marinelli, administrative secretary of
the National Fascist Party, who, by arrangement with Mussolini, was keeping
the money in reserve in case of a reverse.
2	Six generals took part in the march on Rome : De Bono, Fara, Ceccheriroi,
Zamboni, Novelli and Tilby.

